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Issues

performed to identify factors associated with involvement of
volunteers according to their HIV status.

Since 1984, AIDES, the largest French NGO, has been working
with people affected by HIV/AIDS to identify the most appropriate
solutions to their difficulties and expectations. AIDES was
founded according to the principles of community-based
initiatives, but 23 years after its creation, when AIDES leads
programs everywhere across France with many employees, does
the choice of a non-professional approach ultimately result in
involvement of PLWHAs? Are we still close to the community?

Results
64% of the 797 volunteers returned the questionnaire (n=511).
53% were male, the average age was 48. 45% were
gay/bisexual. 25% were HIV positive, 7% were HCV positive,
11% were migrants, and 10% were active drug users. In
univariate model, factors associated with involvement in AIDES
were: being close to a PLWHA for HIV negative volunteers and
have used AIDES’ services for HIV positive volunteers. In a
logistic regression, factors remaining independently associated
with involvement in AIDES of HIV positive volunteers were: being
homo/bisexual (OR=3,0 CI=[1,8-5,0], p<,001), co infection by
HCV (OR=4,5 CI=[1,9-10,7], p<,001) and have used AIDES’
services (OR=8,6 CI=[4,7-15,4], p<,001).

Method
A cross-sectional survey was carried out in March 2007 for one
month. A self-administered anonymous questionnaire was sent
to all AIDES volunteers doing actions in prevention and access to
care throughout France. It included questions about HIV status,
motivation for involvement in AIDES... A logistic regression was
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Motivations for involvement
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Conclusions
Involvement of PLWHAs and mobilisation of the civil society are key issues in the response to the epidemic. Our results show that we
have to promote models of organisations where people can find answers for themselves and act for the others. We are now able to
answer the question: yes, we are women, gay, migrant and drug users, we live with HIV, we live with people with HIV but most of all,
we are people who stand together.
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